


ALEXANDER

philosophy at the University of New Mexico,
and his grandson Thomas M. Alexander is a
professor of philosophy at Southern Illinois
University.

Alexander was highly respected among his
philosophy colleagues in both America and
Europe. Along with James H. TurTs, Alexander
has the unusual distinction of being elected to
the presidency of all three divisions of the
American Philosophical Association: the
Western Philosophical Association in 1917-18;
the American Philosophical Association (now
Eastern Division) in 1918-19; and the Pacific
Division in 1929-30. Alexander was invited to
lecture at the Sorbonne in Paris in 1905 and
again in 1925, when he was awarded with
France’s Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur.
Alexander also received Columbia University’s
Butler Medal in 1917, was made an honorary
member of the American Institute of Architects,
and was an active member of archaeologicul
and art organizations. At the 1939 commence-
ment, the University of Nebraska awarded him
the honorary D.Litt. degree.

Alexander was a prolific writer and lecturer,
and was said to understand humanity com-
pletely. He worked on philosophy, religion and
mythology, anthropology, poetry, and the inter-
pretation of symbols. He focused on North
American Indian art, lore, mythology, and phi-
losophy. Alexander was the first non-Indian
philosopher to seriously study and publish on
North American Indian art, mythology, and
philosophy. During his university career he also
wrote several books and many essays on meta-
physics, religion, ethics, social and political
theory, and education.

Early in Alexander’s carecr, he decided on
the foundations of his philosophy: metaphysics
and all fields of knowledge arc ultimately
grounded in human experience, which must be
philosophically ultimate yet mediated by
culture, Uniike idealism, which wrongly equates
consciousness with experience, Alexander’s view
sets individual consciousness within the wider
setting of human experience of the world, so
that reality is always reality-for-us, and the sig-
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nificance of our intellectual achievements is
measured by their ability to satisfv our purposes.
In a way similar to John DEWEY’s empirical
pragmatism, Alexander rejected both absolute
idealism and materialism as excessively ratio-
nalist, and rescued values from epiphenomenal
status by locating them in the experienced
world, instead of private consciousness.
Alexander’s “moral idealism™ turns philosophy
away from its alliance with the quest of physics
to discover the ultimate unchanging quality,
towards the dynamic drama of life. In his
“Drana as a Cosmic Category™ {1930) he
asserts the Drama is the ultimate mode of
explanation.

Alexander’s philosophy was anthropologi-
cal, ethnological, and symbolic. Alexander
explored the multifaceted complexities of reality
made manifest in the symbols of our basic belief
systems. Therefore, the arts and religions of all
cultures connect us to reality just as much as
“objective™ science, yielding for Alexander a
profound ability to deeply sympathize with and
understand many other cultures. Alexander’s
own broadly Christian religious faith, as he
describes in “Apologia Pro Fide™ (1920), is
grounded in a fundamental moral dualism of
good and evil, and a promise of salvation. His
last two books, Truth and the Faith: An
Interpretation of Christianity (1929) and God
and Man's Destiny: Inquiries into the
Metaphysical Foundations of Faith (1936),
develop a philosophical theology defending
basic Christian creeds and values.

Alexander applied his philosophy in his col-
laboration with the principal architect on the
Nebraska State Capitol building. Alexander’s
philosophical ideals and study of mythology
are evident in his choice of decorative schemes
and inscriptions. His inscription over the main
entrance of the Capitol declares, “The Salvation
of the State is Watchfulness of the Citizen.”
The success of this work brought him commis-
sions to help design other notable structures,
including the Joslyn Art Museum in Omaha, the
Oregon State Capitol, the Rockefeller Center in
New York, and the Los Angeles Public Library.
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ALLAIRE, Edwin Bonar, Jr. (1930~)

Edwin Allaire was born on 29 August 1930 in
Bayonne, New Jersey. He received his BA in
1956 from Drew University; and his MA in
1958 and PhD in philosophy in 1960 from the
University of lowa, working primarily with
Gustav BERGMANN. His dissertation was titled
“A Critical Examination of Witrgenstein’s
Tractatus.” In 1960 Allaire became instructor of
philosophy at Towa, and was soon promoted to
tull professor. He served as chair of the depart-
ment from 1965 to 1967. He was visiting asso-
ciate professor at the University of Michigan in
1966-7, and visiting professor at Swarthmore
College in Pennsylvania in 19638-9. In 1969
Allaire became professor of philosophy at the
University of Texas, and has remained at Texas
as one of its prominent practitioners in analytic
philosophy and modern philosophy.

Allaire’s work on Wittgenstein’s Tractatus
and later writings has been widely influential.
One important contribution concerns a
problem with seemingly contradictory propo-

sitions such as “a point can be both red and

green at the same time,” which results from
logically conjoining two elementary proposi-
tions. Allaire persuasively argued that
Wittgenstein’s attempts to account for the
meaningfulness of such propositions substan-
tially shaped his later “meaning as use” con-
ception of language. Allaire’s interests in the
phenomenology of basic or “given™ experi-
ence helped to inspire his defense of realism:
both a realism about the existence of universals
and a realism toward the perceived existence of
nonmental objects. His realism is designed to
resolve the longstanding problems of individ-
uation and universals.

In “Bare Particulars” (1963} Allaire explains
how two identical spots of color next to each
other are ontologically different and can be
discriminated as such. Each spot, over and
above its color and spatial properties (as rela-
tions cannot individuate), is a bare particular
with which the observer is acquainted through
perception. Allaire’s defense of bare particulars
helped to stimulate a robust debate over indi-
viduation, universals, and the realism-nomi-
nalism debate that energized analvtic meta-
physics for the rest of the twentieth century.

Allaire’s study of the realism-idealism struggle

in modern philosophy has further revealed how
the question of the priority of epistemology or
ontology has shaped the development of the
Anglo-American empiricist tradition. His critical
expositions of Berkeley’s idealism have been
particularly influential; a volume titled
Berkeley’s Metaphysics: Structural, [nterpretive,
and Critical Essays (1995), to which he con-
tributed a new essay, celebrates Allaire’s con-
tributions to Berkeley studies.
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