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   This book contains 41 selections arranged under eight topics, a general introduction and eight 
topical introductions, and a selected bibliography of 667 entries arranged under the eight topics. 
All selections have appeared in print elsewhere, all but nine after 1950. Topics  include «The 
Nature of Human Action », « Values and Social Science », « Purpose and Function », « Social 
Facts, Social Laws, and Reduction », « Explanation, Prediction, and Imperfect Knowledge, « 
Theory Construction », « Models and Measurement », « Freedom, Determinism, and Morality». 
Contributors (numerals in parentheses indicate number of selections by author if more than one) 
are Laird Addis, Kenneth J. Arrow, Gustav Bergmann (3), Isaiah Berlin, May Brodbeck (4 articles 
+ introductions), Jerome S. Bruner, Roger C. Buck, Donald Davidson, William H. Dray, Emile 
Durkheim, I.E. Farber, Jerry A. Fodor, Milton Friedman, Ernest Gellner, Carl G. Hempel (2), 
Abraham Kaplan, Tjalling C. Koopmans, Paul F. Lazarsfeld, Margaret Macdonald, A.M. MacIver, 
Karl Mannheim, Robert K. Merton (2), Ernest Nagel (2), P.H. Nowell-Smith, Francis V. Raab, 
W.G. Runciman, Herbert A. Simon, David B. Truman, J.W.N.Watkins, Max Weber (3), R.H. 
Wingarten. — Through her selection, organization, and introductory comments, the editor has 
succeeded in setting various issues as themes to be treated by the contributors. Some of these are: 
the possibility of a rigorous social science, the relation between theoretical concepts of social 
science and common sense concepts, Behaviorism versus Verstehen as methodological programs, 
the alleged uniqueness of the laws of social science attributed to the role of values in endowing 
social situations with significance, the nature of psychological, sociological, and historical 
explanation, the effects of predictions in social science, the place of quantification in social 
sciences. The volume thus constitutes an important contribution to, as well as a handy reference 
source for, major meta-theoretical and methodological issues of the social sciences.  
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