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Limiting abortion, sex ed will increase state deficit
Florida’s new Legis-

lature and the new gov-
ernor are conservative 
on major social issues. 
Ironically, the positions 
they will take on issues 
such as sex education 
and a female’s right to 
choose not to be preg-
nant clash with the fac-
tors that lead to the low-
est pregnancy rate for 
teens since teenage preg-
nancy rates began to be 
recorded. From a high 
in 1957 of 96 births per 
thousand, the rate this 
year has tumbled to 39 
per thousand. 

Another striking sta-
tistic is that 16 years 
after Roe v. Wade, the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s 
decision that legalized 
abortion through the 
second trimester, the 
crime rate plummeted, 
and has stayed compar-
atively low since. The 
conclusion seems clear: 
Wanted children make 
good citizens; unwanted 
ones don’t.

The economic bene-
fits for the reduction of 
unwanted children are 
enormous. A child placed 
in foster care in Flori-
da costs the taxpayer 
between $369 and $455 
per month. In Novem-

ber 2009, the number of 
Florida children in fos-
ter care was 19,229. At 
an average of $412 per 
month, the state paid 
roughly $95 million for 
each of the two years on 
average these children 
were in foster care. 

Florida has an out-
standing rate of place-
ment for foster children 
with adoptive families, 
but while that success 
rate is beneficial to the 
children in the state’s 
care, there are no signifi-
cant cost reductions. The 
annual state contribu-
tion of about $5,000 per 
adopted child continues 
through age 18, at which 
time they are entitled to 
college tuition and sup-
port payments until they 
are in their early 20s. 
Simply put, the state 
pays tens of millions of 
dollars a year to care for 
children whose parents 
are unable or unwilling 
to care for them.  

Unwed teenage moth-
ers are the most likely 
to have unwanted chil-
dren, and the state’s 
financial burden in car-
ing for these children is 
great. On the one hand, 
the state will pay direct-
ly for the support of these 
children, especially if the 
mother is not working. 

The cost of the subsidy 
is nearly twice what it is 
for children in foster care 
($10,000 vs. $5,000 per 
year). On the other hand, 
if the mother is working, 
the state is going to end 
up paying a day-care sub-
sidy, which averages $370 
to $455 per month. The 
unwed teenage mother, 
often not having complet-
ed her education, will toil 
at low paying jobs from 
which she will be barely 
able to support herself, 
let alone a child. So, the 
state must step in to take 
up the slack.

T he data  suggest 
that unwanted chil-
dren, whether born in 
or out of wedlock, have 
an increased probabili-
ty of entering the crim-
inal justice system. The 
cost in Florida per pris-
oner per day is just under 
$72, or $26,280 per year. 
Since there are now 
about 100,000 individ-
uals in Florida prisons 
and jails, the annual cost 

is about $2.6 trillion in 
tax dollars. With the cost 
of unwanted children so 
high, why would our leg-
islators and the gover-
nor think of limiting a 
woman’s reproductive 
freedom? What reasons 
are there for wanting to 
declare the fetus a per-
son with a right to life?

Legislators use verses 
from various religious 
texts to justify the clas-
sification of the fetus as 
a person. They are using 
religion to justify limit-
ing a woman’s right to 
choose. This violates the 
Constitutional guaran-
tees against laws that 
seek to establish official 
religions. Acknowledging 
fetal personhood should 
be based on secular med-
ical science. 

The “moment” of fertil-
ization is a fiction. The 
fertilization process can 
take as much as a full 
day. Penetration of the 
egg by a sperm initiates 
changes in the chromo-

somes of the egg that 
must be completed before 
the genetic material from 
sperm and egg can unite. 
The complete process to 
create an individual can 
take up to 16 days.

While at this point 
we have what could 
be called an individu-
al human being, many 
developmental steps must 
occur before regarding it 
as a person with rights 
defensible by law. Med-
ical science has estab-
lished that learning and 
preference conditioning 
begin around the end 
of the second trimester. 
Our capacity to learn and 
to form preferences and 
plans is ultimately what 
secures our rights to life, 
liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness.

Florida’s legislators 
and governor need to 
embrace the great finan-
cial savings that come 
with children being 
wanted and born into 
loving families without 
fearing that respecting 
women’s right to choose 
will result in the viola-
tion of fetuses’ rights to 
life.

 Richard T. Hull, a retired 
philosopher of medicine 

living in Tallahassee, may 
be reached at Rthull62@

hotmail.com

By Richard T. Hull
SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE

Community 
leaders will 
serve on 
YMCA board

Capital Region YMCA 
reports that the board of 
directors has confirmed 
the following Tallahas-
see community leaders 
for membership on the Y 
corporate board:

 Richard Reeves 
– SCG Governmental 
Affairs

 Hugh Tomlinson – 
North Florida Financial 
Corp. 

Bryan Cureton – 
Chairman of Capital 
Region YMCA offers 
“the addition of these 
outstanding new board 
members will enable the 
board of directors to bet-
ter serve our Y members 
and the programs which 
we provide.” Board mem-
bers serve a term of three 
years on the governance 
board.

Ken Franklin – pres-
ident/CEO reports that 
“we continue to encour-
age our local communi-
ty leaders to be a part of 
our mission and service.” 
“Through a strong gover-
nance board with a vision 
of the future, we are able 
to build upon our three 
principal values: strong 
kids, strong families and 
a strong community.”

Individuals who desire 
to consider volunteer 
participation with the Y 
should direct correspon-
dence to Ken Franklin,  
Parkway YMCA, 2001 
Apalachee Parkway, Tal-
lahassee, FL 32301.

SPECIAL TO THE CHR0NICLE

The data suggest that unwanted children, 
whether born in or out of wedlock, have 
an increased probability of entering the 

criminal justice system. The cost in Florida 
per prisoner per day is just under $72, or 

$26,280 per year.

Centenary Camp celebrates 
half-century of service

Centenary Camp is a 
Methodist youth camp 
that has been changing 
lives through camping 
ministry for 50 years.

Love at Work comes 
for three weeks every 
summer and goes into 
the community to repair 
homes for people who do 
not have the means to 
pay for the repairs or 
supplies. Love at Work 
is out of Killearn UMC 
and the workers are 
teens that work on the 
homes. These kids work 
hard to earn the money 
to buy the supplies need-
ed  for the repairs on the 
homes.

Juvenile  diabetes 
comes for one week every 
summer and these kids 
learn how to deal with 
their diabetes and live 
a normal life.

Rotary Youth camp 
is here for three weeks 
every summer. These 
kids all have handi-
caps. Many of the kids 
are in wheelchairs and 
have a range of physical 
and mental disabilities. 
These kids have a blast: 
They swim with the help 
of a lift that is put into 
the pool to help the chil-
dren get in the water who 
are in wheelchairs; they 

do crafts, music games, 
talent shows and even 
a prom at the end of the 
their stay here at the 
camp.

Last summer we start-
ed a day camp for under-
privileged children. We 
go out into the communi-
ty and bus the kids into 
the camp from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Each child receives 
a swimsuit and flip-flops 
to keep. We teach every 
child how to swim, and 
about Jesus. We teach 
them fun songs. We give 
them a snack as soon as 
they arrive, a lunch and 
afternoon snack. Last 
year, we reached 102 
kids, and this was at 
no cost to the parents; 
all the money came from 
donations and our dis-
trict and conference. 

During the fall, win-
ter and spring we have 
college groups, retreat 
groups, youth groups, 
adult groups such as 
Emmaus that use the 
camp.

We will be celebrating 
our 50th year of camp-
ing ministry Feb. 26, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
We will share stories of 
years past, pictures and 
DVDs from years past. A 
silent auction, lunch and 
music will be included.

By Donna Bruns
SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE

Funetiks: 
Jimnazium

Watchen hunks at 
clubyspa

With a bulky arm 
and leg

Thinkin to myself: 
Aha!

I  c o o d  b e  a 
Schwartzeneg

Tanky shert withowt 
no sleeves

Werkin abs and lats 
and pecs

Grab a wate and giv 
it heevs

Look in mirror and 
posyflex

A f t er  mu nt h s  I 
meshure me

Bust a hump yet look 
the same

I no Schwartzenock-
er be

Why the hell I clubsy 
came? 

Shood’ve started 
yungerish

To o  o ld  no w  t o 
Schwartzenwish

Still, altho Im drag-
gin but

Took inch awf my 
blubbergut

By James T. Moore
SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE
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Debra Galloway
Chronicle editor.  

599-2292.
dgalloway@

tallahassee.com.

It’s easy to get your 
stories into the Chroni-
cle.

You can e-mail your 
stories, photos (1-4 
MB jpegs) and event 
information (short 
items in regular para-
graph format) to 
chronicle@tallahas-
see.com. Stories are 
due by 5 p.m. Mon-
day, 10 days before 
the Thursday print 
publication.

Or submit your infor-
mation online and 
your news can be up 
on our website before 
it runs in the print edi-
tion. And if you have 
an event coming up 
that doesn’t meet our 
print publication date, 
we’ll post it on the 
Web — tallahassee.
com/chronicle. Start 
by visiting Tallahas-
see.com. In the top 
navigation bar, you will 
see the word Commu-
nities. Mouse over it 
and select the subcat-
egory of GetPublished! 
Once you’ve clicked 
on GetPublished!, you 
will be asked to sign 
in to Tallahassee.com 
or register if you are 
not yet a member. 
Once you register and 
log in, you can access 
the form and fill it out 
as directed.

When you are fill-
ing out the GetPub-
lished! form, be sure 
to choose Neighbor-
hood News/Chroni-
cles as your category, 
so we will know it is 
for us. There is also 
an option to attach a 
photo.

Share your 
Chronicle 

news!

If you have problems 
with home delivery, 
please call 599-2298 
first, then Richard Kay 
at 599-2231. If you 
have problems with 
bulk delivery (business-
es or bulk drops), call 
599-2288.

We’re on 
the Web

There’s more to the 
Chronicle than the 
paper in your hand. 
You can see additional 
articles and photos on 
our website, Tallahas-
see.com/chronicle. If 
you are a subscriber, 
activate your account 
at Tallahassee.com. 
Questions? Visit Tal-
lahassee.com/learn-
more.

Circulation

A very special gift for 
a very special woman. 

A real 12” long-stemmed 
rose, preserved and 

dipped in real 24k gold. 
Each rose is unique (no two 
are alike) and like your love 
for her, it will last forever. 
For less than the price of 
a dozen roses, you’ll give 
her a single rose that she’ll 
remember you by and 
cherish forever.

3501 Thomasville Road

www.gemcollection.com

A real
rose dipped
in real gold!

Nothing
outshines it for
Valentines Day!

NEW STORE NOW OPEN

*Excludes Vera Bradley, Other coupons not valid on sale items.

1495 Market St. (Next to Nic’s Toggery) 
893-1713

Selected Items throughout the Store
SALE 50% OFF

UP
TO

Need a Plumber on Saturday?

562-96705

If you have a busy schedule, taking time out for 
a plumbing repair probably isn’t on it.

Mon - Sat
8 to 6

We Can Help!

.com

2657 North Monroe Street
(Near Red Lobster)

850-422-WALK (9255)

Largest  
Selection 

in  
North  

Florida!

VIBRAM FIVE FINGERS

850 / 386-7450
www.KeithRelaxationMassageFlorida.com

Lic. MM0006055 & MMA0005359

THOMASENA B. KEITH,
M.Ed., L.M.T.

Present this Ad for: 
Purchase (2) One Hour Massages

for $90.00 get the third half-hour free
($60 value for one hour) or

90 Minute Hot Stone Massage
for $75.00 (Value at $110.00)
(February 1st - February 28th, 2011)

Show Some Love on Valentines!

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Acupuncture 

 Herbal Therapy/Massage
Tallahassee Chinese Medicine 

3845 Killearn Court, #2 
(850)766-5678 FL AP 2406

ACCE ENTS

384 #2

ARNOLD’S  
ORIENTAL RUGS

& ANTIQUES
9 Miles West of Capital 

Circle on US 90

(850) 539-8893 
 12-6

We Buy Antique 
Oriental Rugs


