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TEACHER EDUCATION BILL PASSED BY LEGISLATURE

F'he Texas Council for the Humaniries is pleased
to announce the pissage of a hill by the Texas Stte
Legislature that helps TCH partner wich the sae in

-"-—\.

delivering its summer teacher workshops more widely.

he 76t Texas State Legislamure passed SB 724, a
bill which authorizes any regional education service center
to contract with TCH for services under section 8053 of
the Education Code, including providing continuing
education courses and programs for teachers. The effect
of the low will be 1o permit TCH'S Texas Humaniries
Resource Center to contract with régional educarional
service centers o offer its summer teacher warkshops,
“Teaching the Homanities with Technology,” under stare

funding. As the Texas

"Border Studies” and ™7 Texas

199 summer workshops will he

included Texas History,

Culeures.” The = o0 the
theme of “Ancient Culeures,” held in partnership with the
University of Texas at Austin, Texas Woman’s University
in Denton, and Temple College and the Institure for the
Humanities ar Salado (please see page 200,

[his bill was carried in the Senace by Senator Judith
Zatlirini of Laredo and Representarive David Lengefeld of
Hamilten. Major assistance in committee hearings was
offered by Representacive Scart Hochberg of Houston, The
bill passed theough the Education Committee of the
Senate and the Public Education Committee of the
Fouse withour apposicion, was put on the Local and

Uncontested Calencar in

Council will access funds
already approprizted and
earmurked [or continuing
education of teachers, the
legislation has no impact on
lesans tax burden; rather,

it wdds o the varieoy of

resources open to the state
and permirs partnership
with private entitics such
as TCH thar have proven
records of delivering excel-
lenit workshops,

Over the past two
years, I'CH has broughe

workshops n five locations to some 120

elementary

and secondary schaol teachers. All che reachers have
returtied to campuses 1o share their new-found cech-
niques and insights with “dozens more colleapues,” s
one enthusiastic participant reports, The total impact of
these five workshops, caleulating thirey children per
class per teacher with five classes each day, and each
participant sharing his or her experiences with juse four
other teachers, brings the new expertise and ideas gained
to more than 90,000 studenes!

Partnering has been with the University of Texas at El
Pase, The University of Texas-Pan American in Edinburg,
[exas AdeM Tnrernational University in Laredo, Temple
College and the Instituee for the Mumanities ar Salado,
and the Scurry County Museum in Snyder. Themes have

each legislative division

and passed withour op-
position.

TCHs oeher legislative
intciative, introduced
the Senare as 5B 723 by
Senaror Fatfiring and
the House as HB 2226
by Representative Flenry
Cuellar, also of Lareda,
somght o remove a clause

[rom the legislation passed

in 1993 crearing the Tesas
Academy of |'nn'.':§|'. Lan-
puages and Cultures thar
prohibited rthe Academy from accessing any General
Revenue Punds, Removal of that clavse would have
permitted the Academy w conrrace with stare agencies
to provide such services as foreign language scholarships
and foreign language reacher workshops under s aegis.
SB 723 passed the Finance Commiree of the Senate
Appropriations

Commuirtee showed resistance o l"'”;i“i:'- this program

without oppositien, bur the House

access stare funds, even through conrracting with stare
agencies to serve existing appropriations and programs.
TCH is most graceful for the supporr of Senator
ZLaffirini, Representarives Cuellar and Lengefeld, and
Represeneanive Hochherg in efforts to parmer with the Stare
of Texas. The Council will be meeting with repional educa-

Lion Sérvice centers to initiate the conracting process. &




QUpdate on Fedotal Appropriations fjor NEH

[he ULs, House and Senate Appropriations
Committees have approved the FY 2000 allocanions o
appropriations subcommiteees, The preliminary numbers
are not good. The House Interior Appropriations
Subcommiteee s facing a cur of $2.7 hillion, with the
Sepate FY 2000 allocaton ar 5400 million below the
current year. To these curs muse be added an additional
5300 millien to cover FY 2000 budger commirments
artributable to actions taken during the prior fiscal year,

leappears the House Subcommittee may defer mark-
up on the Intenor bill, which includes funds for the
Matiomal Endowment for the Humanities and, through i,
for che stare humanides councils, until the fall while
politicians awaie the Congressional Budger Office surplus
nurmibers for July. That information will affecr political
calculations abour alrering the budger caps set in the 1997
Balanced Budger Bill. Proceeding under the allocation
numbiers as they presently are given has led staffers for the
Appropriations Committees to suggest that even achieving
level funding for the MEH looks problemaric, with many
ather apencies in the Interior budger facing reductions.

Funding levels for state humanities councils. have
been level after steep cuts in FY 1995, with inflation
constituring de facto furcher reductions in public

ih:ldin_{:. Abour thirey state legislatures have now begun

to provide appropriations for state councils; Texas now joins
their ranks in permitting TCH o compere for dollars

appropriated to stare agencies for their purposes. &

PUBLIC SERVICEIN THE HUMANITIES

The Texas Council for the Humanities

requents applicasions and nominations for

Board Membership

for verms of office beginning January 1, 2000

Acenimsiien of o tpenings—representing hosh academic and public secrop—will be Rlled.
Mominations are suwght from teachess, schalars, eduearional adminiasamars, and from individials from
husinies, agreculiure, the sarias pratessions, libor, and cufmral and cvic HEANITATIONG,

Meminations from teachees are parnoulary encouraged.

[Xirectars serve withiout compensarion bur are reimbiered for rmavel egpenies They fanmulace TCH policy,
Apprave DEOSTAMS, and review Erane :|:'r‘i|i|;:1:-:||:-. 3t MoCtmEy bk i Mayarl Nevember.

MNominations shouhl inchuds a cover lete 1||:'\r::|]||:|_|; the candibare’s ||u.||.i|L||::||i|:n': ant| endicacion thar

he ot she ix wallings o serve, and six copies of the persons retume.

Prease Suaurr Nousanoe o

Barbara Gubbin, Naminationsand Elecrions Cammines

Texas Conneil for the Humaniries
3B09-A South 2nd Screer, Austin, Texas 78704

KOMINATIONS ARE DUE BY AUGUST 15,

Twenty-fifth Anniversary, continued from page 2

James: . Veninga, TCH executive director emeritus and
president of the Institute for the Homanines ar Salado,
who spoke on “Protecting Democracy: The Humanities
anel the Culre We Need” and showed slides document
ing the history and conrbutions of the Texas Counail
since its beginning,

Veninga was followed by Ferris, who spoke on
“The Many Voices of the Humaniries in Texas,” relating
folldore to the history and continuance of the rich and
varied cubrural and ethnic taditions of Texas,

Executive direcror Richard Hull then thanked the
spealers and audience and invited all to a receprion in the
Great Hall of the Lyndon Baines Jolinson Library and
Museum. A privare dinner for board, board wlumni, and
guests followed at the Universicy Club, Darrell K. Royall
Memorial Sadivm, Universiy of Texes campus.

Two publications were specially commissioned by
the hoard of directors in celehradon of the twenry-fifth

anniversary: James Veningas book, The Humanities and
ehe Crvee Imagination, which includes a birief history of
TCH, published by the Universicy of Norch Texas
Press; a special double ssue of Yexas fonrnal of ldear,
Histary and Crltrre, sampling through the regions and
urban centers of Texas che programs of the Council
over the twenty-five years, was prepared by Catherine
Williams, wich first copies delivered the night of the
anniversary hanguer,

A videorape of rthe anniversary lectures is being
prepared; individoals inerested in purchasing a copy ac
cost should contace the Couneil offices, Copies of the
commemorative issue of fevas Josrsal may be ordered
fram the TCH. Copies of The Humanities and the Cloic
Imagination are available to members of the Texas Alliance
tor the Humaniies for $16.45, including postage and
handling, or may be ordered from the Universiy of North
Texas Press for $19.45 by calling 1-800-8206-8011,

[T R S

“Your feelings for the
humanities make my
heart soar. Your
descriptions open

the eyes of those of ns
who have come to take
the treasures of Texas for
granted, and canse s
1o appreciate them
all the more,”

—Laddy i b, oy receving
i capyof Ferrirs remarkdar TCH
25th aimiversary elehration,
Presidlems Lyndoe fohmion sipsed
tie feptelarion thar brapaely ol
Huxt enelinients inin ecirtemee

e Sestetther 195,
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TCH'S 25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION A SUCCESS

Miarch 12 and 13 saw more than owo hundred
|'|.-_-|_|[1||: [1.|_|'|:||_'iE1;'1|_|_' i '.'.|'!'i|.'|l.|l: .I|._'I:'.'i1i|.'.l- I_L'JL'II‘].lIiI'I.f__: the
Texas Council for the Humanities' 25ch anniversary,
organized by a commitcee of TCH beard alumni ably

chaired by Max and Gene Alice Sherman of Austin.

William Ferris, chair of
the Marnional Endowment for
the Humanicies, raveled from
1\"':-";1_\.]Li||.!;1|_|:|. 13,0, o Austin
for the rwo-day event, Ferris,
a noted folldorist, flm maker,
author, and creator of the Cen-
ter for the Smdy of Seuthern
Culeure at the University of
Mississippi, spoke and per-
formed Friday morning at

|ohnston High School in

Austin, encouraging students

famities” oral traditions with tape recorders, and ilhustras-
ing how blues and other folk music carry traces o
histarical events by singing and analyzing songs like
“Honky-Tonk Blues” and “Baby, Don't You Leave Me
Mow." He and Richard Hull, execurive director of
TOCH, were interviewed later on KUT-FMS “Eklecrikos”
progriam, hosted by lohn Adelli, and Fereis taped an
interview chat afrernoon with Tom Spencer, hose of
KERA-TV s show, "Austin at Issue,” for later broadcast.

On Saturday, Monte Youngs, director ol programs
and granes for TCH, hosted a film festival of three
TCH-supparted, award-winning films: “Orphan Trains,”
*Divided Highways," and “The Death of Davy Crockerr,
Aflter cach Alm a humanities scholar invalved in that
project -:]'\ukr and led a discussion of the Alm's cheme,
aim, and importance; Stephen Curley, professor of
history at Texas A&M Galveston; Robert Abzug, pro-
fessor of history and American studies ar U'T=Austin, and
Brian Huberman, llmmaker and associate professor of
art and are history, Rice University,

Sarurday afternoon more
than two hundred supporters
giathered for the TCH Anni-
versary Lecrure, " Human Ties.”
Program hose Max Sherman,
Prn]i_-_-._uu and dean emeritus of
the Lyndon Baines Johnson
School of Public Affairs, was
introduced by Linden Heck
Fleswell, chair of the TCH board
of directors and principal in
Heck Petrolenm Services of

Midland. Sherman inrroduced

to engage in preserving their
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tom the Executive Director mmm———
Puimetime: New Inttatuve for Famdy Reading

The January 26, 1999 issue of the Dallas Morming
Newws carried an edirorial by William McKenzie discussing
how reading is a major civic issue, nationwide and in Texas,
It quates avorably Governor George W, Bush’s inaugural
address thar reading “is the new civil right.” Mckenzie cites
the governor’s budger request for a 1ol of $83 million w
train kindergarten and lirse- and second-grade wachers in
the best reading methods. And his budger also asked tor
nearly $108 million o help teachers interverie with young

children whe aren’t reading well.

The article was striking for whae it doesn't say. Ieseems
to suggest that teaching children to read is entirely the
respansibility of the schools, Nathing is said abouc helping
families prepare children for school-based reading
instruction. A child who encounters reading for the firs
rime as a kindergartener, and linds char other classmares
can already read, confronts peer superiority and a sense of
tailure from the stare. With no home support, thae child is
likely co fall Farther and farther behind,

At its May meeting the board of direcrors of TCH
decided to address this problem wich a program chae
intervenes ourside of the school through helping Fimilies
acquire the practice of reading rogether,

Initially developed by the Lonisiana Endowment Forr
the Humanities, Prime Time Family Reading Time is a

Castaieda Presents Research
on Cultural T rangmission

At the May meering of the TCH board of direcrors,
Antonia Castadieda, professor of history ac St Mary's
University in San Antonio, presenred desails of her work
on recovering history from women's ballads and lullabies.
Castafieda has discovered that ballads and lullabies
constitute an imporeant oral historical record and assist in
understanding the complex intersection of peoples and
culrures. She demonstrated in her lecure, with the assis-
rance of aped recordings, tanscriptions, and anslatons
of ballads and lullabies, thar the phenomenon is wide-
spread among global culmres,

Members of the TCH board of directors and scaff
found rthe presentation highly stimuliting, Many spoke
alterwards of similar rraditions in their fimilies, Casrafiedas
work pramises to be importane for a berter understand-
ing of how cultural values wre preserved and a fuller
appreciation of wamen's contributions in transmitting
culrural history from one generation w another.

4 RS

humanities-based family reading program thae is delivered
in local libraries over the span of six o cight weeks, A
humanities scholar, 2 master storyrellern, and a libranan eam
one evening cach week o engage families wich voung
children in the rechnique and practice of welling and reading
staries expressing important characeer teains such as courage,
intelligence, honesty, and perseverance, and 1o engage in
eritical thinking and discussion aboue the stories,
interpreting stores in relation o experiences of family
members. Families thar participate repore themselves
strengrhened and deepened by the experience and wpically
hecome regular users of library facilities and programs,

Intended for families who are not traditional library
users and who do not engage in Family reading, the program
is heing adapted for Texas audiences by adding o the
curriculum boole reflecting Texas themes, rraditions, and
cultures, Two pilor projects in Texas have convinced the
board thar Mrime Timre is an imporeant new direction for
TCH. The Adingron Public Library hosted the program
over a six-week period in the fall of 19498, the Diboll Public
Library will fearure it in Seprember and October of 1999,

TCH is now seeking funding from foundarions and
corporations to support the new program, which will be
pilored and developed with private contributions before
being offered o local and stae povermiments.

Voninga Auand for
Oveellence Fund Announced

The board of directars is pleased o announce
another new initative of the Texas Council for the
Humanities: The James E Veninga Award for Excellence
in the Humanirics.

Designed both 1o honor Veninga for his rweney-
three years of service to TCH and o provide a means
to give statewide and national recognition o individuals
and organizations who have made extrao rdinary
contributions to the humanities in Texas, the new award
progrim is part of TCH's ongeing efforts to build public
understanding and appreciation of the imporane rale the
humanities can play in the life of our state and nation,

The first award will be selected nexe spring, for
presentation in the fall of 2000, Furcher information and
forms for nominations will be distributed early in the year
2000, Individuals wishing 1o contribute to the Veninga
Award for Excellence fund may send their contributions
to the TCH offices, |,:||::;i1'|:.' marked For the award, =




