*This page is optional, but goes on an odd-numbered page if used. Please select a dedication or an epigraph, but not both. How awry, altered and distorted everything and everyone was in these mirrors, how mockingly and unattainably did the face of truth hide itself behind all these reports, counter-reports, and legends! What was still truth? What was still credible? And what would remain when I also learned about myself, about my own character and history from the knowledge in these archives?
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